ventious.
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1879. other hand, the Chief Secretary, though a Tory
of the most uncompromising type, to whom Irish
aspirations were either inexplicable or abominable,
did Ms duty as he understood it without fear or
favour, and besides the University Act, carried a
Irish       more useful Bill, which provided pensions for national
amithSr   teachers to the amount of a million and a quarter
pensions.   ster}}ng? from the Slirplus of the Irish Church.    A
Irish        Bill which would have allowed Irishmen to form
volunteers. bodies of drilled and armed volunteers like English-
men and Scotsmen was passed by the House of
Aug. 7.     Commons and rejected by the House of Lords.
Irish con-   But the eloquence of Mr.  Cowen procured the
repeal of Lord Clare's Convention Act, passed in
the dark days of 1798, and an Irish National Con-
vention was forthwith organised in Dublin by Mr.
Habitual    Parnell    The only other important measure which
Dnmiar s a private Member succeeded this year in passing
was   Dr.   Cameron's1   Habitual  Drunkards  Bill,
under which a man who could not control himself
might go into a retreat or " home," and be there
detained for a period not exceeding twelve months.
The great expense of such institutions prevented
this experiment in personal reform from achieving
the success which it might otherwise have obtained.
As for the Government, whose list of legislative
failures for this year is unexampled,2 they were
rather sensible than ambitious in  the proposals
they carried.    The substitution of two Judges for
one in the trial of Election Petitions tended towards
an undesirable impunity for practices really though
not ostensibly corrupt, for unless the Judges are
public pro- agreed the sitting Member retains his seat.    On
rartiooB   ^ ^her hand,  the  appointment of a  Queen's

1  Afterwards Sir Charles Cameron.

2  See Clayden's England under Lord Beacomfield, pp. 358-360.   This
book, written for a party purpose^ and belonging to what in America
they call campaign literature,, is an unusually fair specimen of its

class.